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Now that Spring is finally on the way, or at least the days are getting longer, our plans are 

beginning to be formulated for the next few months.  We have adjusted to being a smaller 

WI than hitherto, but nevertheless we are busy. This month in addition to our usual evening 

meeting, the lunch club are trying out the Tap House in Hartlebury and several members, 

who were off to visit the South Worcestershire recycling centre, are now sharing cake and 

an environmental quiz instead.  Hopefully, we will get places on this visit when demand 

drops.  

Looking further ahead, places are already booked for the Spring Meeting in Pershore at the 

end of March. Resolutions and Campaigns will be addressed fully in May. In June, Ruth Lowe 

is booked for an Open Evening to talk about, and demonstrate outfits from, Mary Quant’s 

early days, plus we will be enjoying a canal trip on the Pamela May with lunch at the Eagle 

and Sun. In July, we will be hosting the annual, hotly contested, Shrawley Cup competition 

for neighbouring WIs.  Meanwhile, the book group is reading Pat Barker’s The Silence of the 

Girls this month and next month Aimee Liu’s Cloud Mountain and our craft ladies are 

planning another workshop. We may only be 19 members strong, but we are busy. 

At our monthly meeting, Chris O’Grady, an antiques expert from Tewkesbury, delivered a 

whirlwind talk entitled “Fakes and Fortunes”, explaining ways in which we can tell the 

difference between a valuable antique and a good copy.  He ranged over pottery, metals, 

furniture and pictures, telling us some fascinating stories along the way, such as the forgers 

of Bernard Leach pots, who, incarcerated in HMP Featherstone, had created a lucrative 

production line in their evening classes.  Or the possible Rembrandt which passed from a 

rural auction house to a London dealer to a very wealthy individual, valued at, variously 

£1500, £2.6 million and £20 million. 

Chris talked to us about where to look to find treasures and warned against being snooty 

about any outlet. With reference to paintings, Chris told us that the TV expert, Philip Gould, 

had once found a Gainsborough on eBay.  He himself had found a pair of Victorian 

candlesticks, worth at least £200, in a charity shop for £8 and a beautiful sketch for a 

Renaissance painting valued at £2000 for about £60 in a small shop in France.  But he also 

made the point that the most mundane of objects, collected because of their associations, 

have a provenance which can make them supremely valuable.  As an example, he showed us 

a picture of a cased collection of stones just outside the Sistine Chapel. These had been 

hand collected from significant Christian sites in the Holy Land by a pilgrim in approximately 

500 AD.  

                  



As a warning against presuming that the experts can always tell whether a picture is genuine 

or not, Chris told us two contrasting stories about Caravaggio paintings (having regaled us 

with a whistle-stop tour of the painter’s extraordinary life on the way).  In 1921, Dr Marie 

Lea-Wilson, a pioneering female doctor, bought a painting at auction for 20 guinesa. A dark 

and poignant depiction of the betrayal of Christ by Judas, Dr Lea-Wilson later donated it to 

the Jesuit community in Dublin as a thank you for their support in the years after her 

husband’s murder by the IRA. Sixty years later, a professional restorer had the picture 

examined. Proved to be a Caravaggio, the painting finally sold for more than £4 million. A 

picture called “Cardsharps” in a very similar style, was deemed by Sotherby’s to be by a 

“follower of Caravaggio”. Later, various experts agreed that it is a Caravaggio, so the original 

owner sued Sotherby’s saying that they had undersold his picture for £46,000.  He lost, 

because at the time there was no definitive way of proving it to be a Caravaggio, plus he was 

landed with £5 million worth of costs. 

Chris made his final point that you should buy because you like something, not for its 

possible value.  A very modest bungalow in Leeds, which sold for £100.000 was found to 

contain a collection of Hans Coper pottery worth £1 million, which had been amassed by a 

collecting couple because they loved his work.  But the owner of a supposed Chagall 

painting, who thought he was sitting on a fortune, had the misfortune, to watch his picture 

burnt by the trustees of Chagall’s estate, as are all such forgeries.  

               

 

So, an interesting evening, if not one that made anyone’s fortune! We are looking for new 

members and regular notices are placed in Holt Heath Post Office and outside the village 

hall to highlight events. We meet every month at 7 pm on the first Thursday. However, even 

if you are not interested in joining us, please make a note in your diary for the following 

event to which everyone is invited. 

Open Evening. Thursday June 4th.  Mary Quant – speaker and demonstrator Ruth Lowe.  

Entry £5, including wine and raffle. 

 


