
Holt WI 

Our committee met late last month to consider the options for re-starting 

meetings, but felt, as do the majority of our members, that the restrictions 

imposed by COVID secure meetings will damage the social and friendly spirit 

of our group, so we are continuing with socially distanced meet-ups (afternoon 

tea!) and our monthly newsletter, which has proven to be a most effective way 

of keeping up with those members we don’t see and celebrating the diverse 

ways in which people are productively occupying their time. The committee 

will meet soon to review the situation for October, in light of any changes to the 

guidance from the National Federation. Until then, please enjoy the snippets 

below, which give a flavour of members’ pastimes. 

We start with this beautiful card, designed 

and painted to illustrate this month’s 

newsletter. It’s obvious what this member 

has been doing with her time!  She has 

written previously about the robin who 

“assists” her in the garden, sitting a 

spade’s breadth away, on the lookout for 

worms.  Many of us have reported much 

more interaction with wildlife over the 

past few months.  Hedgehogs, in 

particular, feature frequently. Foxes, 

herons, muntjacs, rabbits, badgers and 

even snakes have been reported. Mice and 

shrews only figure as the victims of cats! 

Our President summed up our current dilemma: 

“Here we are again and not any nearer to getting back to normality as far as 

monthly meetings are concerned.  As a committee we have tried very hard to 

find ways around the regulations, but, to me, there is no pleasure in sitting in a 

room, masks on, two metres apart, not getting off your chair, doors and 

windows open and no refreshments for two hours - it is just not us, is it? 

Hopefully, we can all meet up for coffee at a garden centre!” 

 

But people are getting out more.  Here’s one report: 

 

“We went back to our home area the other day so decided to look around our 

old haunts, starting with a cup of tea in the garden centre.  

What a change.  



We remembered it 

as a small 

greenhouse and a 

shed. Now a very 

large garden centre. 

We then took the 

lanes back into 

Lechlade.  What we 

knew as open 

agricultural land is 

now housing estate. 

What is left of the 

station is a name 

given to a road of yet more houses. 

Is this how you remember Lechlade?” 

 

And then there is the downside of all the beautiful weather that made lockdown 

less horrendous than it might have been. 

 

Our resident historian, who has a knack of finding the most interesting local 

information, this month tackled the Holt Fleet Hotel. 

“1814 – With the frozen state of the Severn, opposite the Holt Fleet Inn, 40 

couples drank tea and danced upon the ice for some hours. Another party was 

playing bowls and cooking a joint of meat. 

 1828 - Advert TO BE LET on 15
th
 May 1828 ‘old established and well-

accustomed Inn, gardens & premises, with or without 40 acres of land.’ 



1828 - THOMAS GARDINER on 17
th
 October 1828 was then advertising a 

‘House Warming Dinner - Tickets 12s - to inc dinner, bottle of wine and desert.’  

Auctions were also held of livestock and household goods. 

1847 - RICHARD WALLACE SMITH (previously of the Falcon Inn, 

Bromyard & Black Horse, Kidderminster) 1847 was the next proprietor, but 

was sadly drowned by the upsetting of a boat near the weir, together with a 

friend Thomas Parker, Solicitor, in July 1848. 

1848 - MRS MARY SMITH continued to keep the Inn with the ‘Holt Fleet 

Regatta,’ on the 10 September 1849 followed by dinner and entertainment. 

1850 - There was also an “Annual Ball” on the 22 January including supper and 

refreshments, gentlemen 8s 6d ladies 6s 6d.    

1854 – On 20 June a ‘Picnic & Dance on Green’ – stewards appointed and 

Quadrille Band is engaged. 

1856 - During this 

time, the “Severn 

Steamer” from 

Worcester sailed 

four days a week. 

1859 – After 

leaving the Holt 

Fleet Inn and 

taking over an 

eating house in 

New Street, 

Worcester, Mrs Mary Smith suddenly collapsed and died in December, aged 58 

years. 

1859 – new proprietor, JAMES MOSS.  In August 1873, the Worcester Gas 

Company’s employees came by barge for their ‘Annual Supper’.  

1876 - The steamer “Perseverance” sailed every Sunday morning from 

Stourport at 10.30 am calling at Holt Fleet Inn and returning same evening for 

trains to Kidderminster and Stourbridge. 

1881 – new proprietor, HENRY HUNDLEY 

1892 – new proprietor, HENRY PRATT 

Quite a few accidental drowning and drunk and disorderly cases reported.” 



Life still continues in its rather sedate fashion, apart from lively interludes with 

the grandchildren and some tentative efforts to reach something resembling 

normality. It seems quite normal now to have coffee in the garden with friends 

and neighbours or to put on a mask to go into a shop.  Who would have thought, 

even nine months ago, that such things would feel normal?  

With that in mind, we have enjoyed a couple of 

outings this last two weeks to eke out the end of the 

good weather.  A trip to the Confetti Flower Fields 

outside 

Pershore was a 

wonderful 

experience, 

very well 

organised, 

socially 

distanced and 

outside, of course.  And National Trust properties, or at least their gardens, are 

back on the agenda.  A visit to Hanbury Hall felt like any year, as we strolled 

through the gardens, the orchards and the parkland up to the church.  Coffee and 

scones in the courtyard, with sun and a light breeze, completed a special few 

hours that COVID could not spoil.  

We are holding our breath a little for the grandchildren’s return to school and 

their teacher parents to full-time attendance in the classroom.  Hopefully, all 

will go well, and they will be better served than their American cousins, who 

are starting the new school year, and for two of 

them, new schools, online.  

I continue to help where possible, but apparently 

the system is changing, so I may need access to 

some other area of the Seattle Schools system!  In 

the meantime, we are doing lots of reading.   

It is an interesting fact that different nations have very different views of how 

teachers should work.  In this country, a primary teacher trains to teach all 

years, but tends to settle on one Key Stage (what we used to call Infants or 

Juniors).  A secondary teacher trains to teach either 11-16 or 11-18 and would, 

in the course of a week, teach a range of year groups and abilities. This is great 

as the needs are different and therefore never boring. In Canada a secondary 

teacher would teach only in one year group!  That must become so tedious.  I 

used to love A Level Shakespeare followed by Year 7 Roald Dahl.  Anyway, at 



least I have the variety with the American grandchildren – and I get to choose 

the books.  Currently, White Fang, Beowulf and Bed-Knob and Broomstick. 

And finally, from our Secretary: 

“Another month has passed us by. I have met up with family and friends 

socially distanced of course. A little normality has crept into life again. I am still 

finding it hard not being able to do what I like when I like. Everything has to be 

planned in advance and thought about. I suppose that is the way it will be for 

some time. The new norm 

We have visited two National Trust houses, Attingham Park and Croome Court. 

I am now 6 inches (15cms) shorter with all the walking.   

The night we held the Committee 

meeting at my home to discuss 

meeting up again, the heavens opened. 

I had set it up outside under a large 

gazebo socially distanced so we had to 

move into the lounge (socially 

distanced again!) Got up the next 

morning to find said Gazebo in a very 

sad state and a trip to the tip was called 

for. 

Still hoping to see you all in the near future.” 

Her final words say it for all of us. 


