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Holt WI is limping along in these awkward times, communicating by newsletter and 

phone calls, now that socially distanced visits are again at an end.  The planned 

Committee meeting, which was addressing the AGM, fell foul of the second lockdown, 

but we have permission to postpone it until the Spring, by which time, hopefully, we 

will be meeting again in person. 

Sadly, some of our members have been having a torrid time, as well as suffering the 

COVID restrictions we all have to bear: a fractured pelvis, two hospitalisations, a 

permanently lost voice and various other stresses and strains in families have meant the 

loss of a little social time is all the harder to deal with.  However, one bright point was 

the afternoon tea up at Ombersley Golf Club.       

 

 

“It was a nice mild afternoon, lovely venue, beautiful views of very colourful autumn 

trees, very safe environment, well-spaced around a large table. There were six of us, we 

were the only ones in a large room and all rules were obeyed.  The food was delicious, 

lots of lively chatter and laughs. So nice to meet up again”. 

Book club continues to meet, monthly, on WhatsApp. Having thoroughly enjoyed 

Tracey Chevalier’s Remarkable Creatures (the story of Mary Anning of fossil fame) and 

been depressed by Yeonmi Park’s tale of her escape from North Korea, we embarked 

with high hopes on Raynor Winn’s follow-up to The Salt Path, called The Wild Silence.  

Maybe we expected too much, but decided it is not as engaging as her first book in total, 

although the language is exquisite and parts of it up-lifting.  This month, we are tacking 

JoJo Moyes The Giver of Stars, set in 1930s Kentucky, based on the true story of a 

mobile library.  Well worth a read! 

  



 

Our resident historian has continued her research into the Holt Fleet Inn. 

“1892 – Worcester Journal 13 January 1900 - 

West Bromwich Albion Team will shortly go 

into strict training for their English Cup Tie 

with Walsall.  They will probably take up the 

quarters at the Holt Fleet Hotel, the old training 

quarters of Aston Villa.                                                        

FEBRUARY 1908 - for the Third Round of the 

Cup tie between Aston Villa & Manchester 

United, the United players stayed at Holt Fleet. 

 

 

 1909 - WILLIAM F ROBERTSON - Shetland 

ponies (direct from Shetland) riding lessons for 

adults.  August 1911 – Ford & Addison Ltd had 

Dinner & Tea at the Holt Fleet Hotel, after a drive 

by “brake” from Brierley Hill via Harvington and 

Ombersley.  October 1911 Mr Robertson was 

appointed Sole Agent by Cannock Agricultural 

Co, for the sale of their Seeds and Manures.  

Birmingham Mail advert 15 August 1914 “IF 

NOT THE SEASIDE, WHY NOT THE 

SEVERN and see the Hop Yards, only one 

minute walk from the Holt Fleet Hotel.”  August 1915 the 4
th
 Warwickshire Battalion at 

Westwood Park marched to Holt, accompanied by lady friends, then went by river to 

Worcester.   

  MAY 1916 - Mr & Mrs J.W. Arnold 

- Wharf Hotel - Dudley Disabled 

Soldiers Outing – a host of neat-

handed and clean waitresses and 

members of the Committee gave 52 

guests a sumptuous tea “2 farm fed 

eggs were allotted, several managed 3 

or 4 but “Erny” outdid them all, 

nearly half-a-dozen.”  

 

Finally, the Committee are endeavouring to ensure that every member gets a surprise for 

Christmas, but of course what everyone would really like for Christmas is just a return to 

normality.  

 


